
Welcome to the public exhibition on the 
proposed redevelopment of the Truman 
Brewery site at the corner of Brick Lane 
and Woodseer Street.

Over the last few years we have been 
working on our proposals for these two small 
parts of the Truman Brewery’s overall site.

Whilst we are currently developing our 
proposals, we are keen to understand local 
residents’ and businesses’ views about the 
future of this important site.

Welcome
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The Truman Brewery estate is a key 
destination for visitors to the area, and 
currently hosts many businesses across 
a wide variety of sectors, including retail, 
culture, creative industries and leisure. 
We also have high-quality office space for 
creative businesses and various flexible 
event spaces. The estate has been gradually 
regenerated over more than 20 years.

The Truman Brewery

BuckleyGrayYeoman is an award-winning 
architecture and design practice that was 
formed in 1997 and is based in London and 
Bristol. The practice works within a range of 
sectors including offices, residential, retail, 
hotels, schools and masterplanning.

BuckleyGrayYeoman

Dept W

69 - 89 Mile End Road, London, E1
Resolution Property

Department W, the former Wickham’s Department store, is a four-storey, 100,000 sq ft building located on Mile End Road, in the heart of Whitechapel. This iconic property was built in the late 1920’s with 
the Wickham family aspiring to create ‘Harrods of the East’. The building is well known for the holdout unit, which splits neo-classical facade in two. The two parts of the Wickham’s building form part of 
the greater design, anticipating the eventual purchase of a unit belonging Spiegelhalter family business of clockmakers. However, the Spiegelhalter’s refused to part with the premises leaving the odd situation 
in which the new store was built around the family shop, which continued to trade when Wickham’s opened on both its sides.
 
The proposals seek to refurbish Department W into modern TMT office space. The Spiegelhalter façade, the only surviving element of the hold-out unit, is to be preserved and carefully restored to turn this 
void into the new entrance and heart of the redevelopment as an homepage to the Spiegelhalter story.
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Fashion Street:
 
BuckleyGrayYeoman&rsquo;s approach at Fashion Street was one of preservation rather than restoration, setting out to create interaction between the old and the new. A new 30,000 sq ft office building has 
been created on site behind the existing Grade II listed section of the old Moorish Market. The two buildings have been separated by an internal street, which enlivens the space. The street is bridged at the 
upper levels by the two lift cores that have been separated from the main structure, ensuring interaction between old and new. The entire fa&ccedil;ade is wrapped in Corten louvres, creating a great sense of 
texture and materiality.
This building is occupied by Glasgow Caledonian University (GCU London). Initially conceived and designed as a speculative office building, BuckleyGrayYeoman’s brief changed during construction. 
Within tight timescales they worked closely with the University to ensure that the completed building met their specific needs as well as those expected of Higher Education generally.
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The Truman Brewery was founded in the 
1660s and was the largest brewery in the 
world in 1873 after a period of expansion 
throughout the 19th century under Benjamin 
Truman. 

The Truman Brewery was closed and stopped 
brewing in 1989. The estate is now home 
to a large number of creative businesses, 
independent shops, galleries, markets, bars 
and restaurants.

The Truman Brewery has been regenerating 
its estate over the past two decades, and this 
development will be a continuation of our 
commitment to the area.

Almost all of the previously derelict buildings 
on the site are now refurbished, occupied 
and in use. The Truman Brewery has made 
a long-term commitment to the area and 
has sought to ensure that its proposals are 
in tune with the aspirations of the local 
community. 
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The Site

The site is located on the corner of Woodseer 
Street and Brick Lane and consists of three 
sections – these are S1, S2 and H.

In the 1970s, Woodseer Street had terraced 
housing on both sides of the road. However, 
the terraced housing on our site was 
demolished in 1970s/1980s.

H

S2S1

WOODSEER STREET

DRAY WALK

The Site Today

The site is unattractive and a poor use of 
space compared to other parts of the Truman 
Brewery. 

There is a blank, unattractive wall facing 
Woodseer Street which attracts antisocial 
behaviour, graffiti and refuse tipping. Unlike 
other parts of the estate, it offers no active 
uses to local residents and businesses.



The site is currently used for car parking and is 
surrounded by a blank wall which does not add 
anything positive to the area. We see it as key that this 
important site is sensitively redeveloped to ensure that 
it makes a positive contribution to its surroundings. 

The site is in a central location on Brick Lane, and 
the current land and buildings do not make the 
most of this important site. We see an opportunity 
to regenerate this site and bring an active new retail 
offer to the area. Alongside the new retail offer, the 
site will also provide flexible, modern office space, two 
restaurants, and new and enhanced public realm. 

The high quality architecture, building design, 
landscaping, and material palette will significantly 
enhance the Brick Lane & Fournier Street Conservation 
Area.

These proposals will enhance Brick Lane’s offering 
as a destination for visitors, workers and residents. 
They will also strengthen the area’s position as an 
important economic hub for the Borough, through job 
creation and the establishment of a number of new 
businesses in the area. As with the rest of the estate, 
this regenerated site will be retained and managed by 
the Truman Brewery. 
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View looking east down Woodseer Street



We are proposing to develop this underused site 
in order to provide new office space for creative 
businesses, an active retail offer, and two new 
restaurants. 
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Our proposals include:

• 6,500 sqm modern, flexible office space 
• 4,400 sqm retail, restaurant and gym space for the 

area 
• A curated retail offer to enhance the retail already 

available in the area
• New and exciting restaurants different to those 

currently available in the Brick Lane area
• A high-quality design that enhances the 

Conservation Area
• Retention of the iconic Truman Brewery bridge 

over Brick Lane
• A new internal passage that will provide access to 

the restaurants and some of the retail units 
• A new public square providing brand new high 

quality public realm and landscaping
• Creation of new access from Woodseer Street to 

the new public square
• Widening the effective pavements on Brick Lane 

(by 3.5m) and Woodseer Street (by 1.75m)
• Active frontage along Woodseer Street to replace 

the blank wall

View of development at corner of Brick Lane and Woodseer Street
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Flexible Space

We are proposing to provide approximately 6,5000 
sqm of high quality, bespoke office space – along with 
dedicated amenity space including roof terraces. The 
space will be flexible, meaning that we will be able to 
adapt to requirements and accommodate a range of 
needs from emerging businesses in the area.

We will be providing 10% affordable workspace, which 
will help to support small businesses and start-ups in 
the area.

We are proposing to include vibrant, independent 
businesses in the ground floor retail space, which will 
enhance and expand the offer already available in the 
area.

New Restaurants

Our proposal includes space for two exciting new 
restaurants. 

One restaurant will have a seated section within 
the iconic Truman Brewery Bridge, meaning that 
previously private views up and down Brick Lane will 
be accessible for members of the public. The entrances 
for both restaurants will be internal within the Truman 
Brewery site. 

The restaurants will be a new offering, unlike anything 
currently within the Brick Lane area. We are still 
looking at different operators, but will ensure a quality 
product in line with Truman’s wider curated offer.

View looking east down the new 
internal passage with new retail 

units on both sides
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Our proposals include improved public realm 
along Woodseer Street and Brick Lane. This 
will be achieved by widening the pavement 
and introducing active frontages for the retail 
units in place of the existing blank wall.

Dray Walk lies to the west of Brick Lane and 
currently ends where it meets Brick Lane. We 
are proposing the addition of a new internal 
passage with retail units on either side, which 
would act as a continuation of Dray Walk 
to the east of Brick Lane. This new passage 
will also provide access to the retail and 
restaurant space. 

Public Realm
08

This internal passage will also lead to a new 
public square (Black Eagle Yard), which will 
be sensitively landscaped with high quality 
materials and planting. The square will 
include a seated area where workers, local 
residents and the public can sit and enjoy a 
bite to eat.

View from new public square towards 
Woodseer Street with S2 building on the 

left and S1 building on the right
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View into new public square from Woodseer Street

View of development from the junction of Brick Lane and Dray Walk
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View of development from the junction of Brick Lane and Woodseer Street

An artists impression of the proposed Black Eagle Yard
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The site sits within the Brick Lane and Fournier Street 
Conservation Areas, which has been an important 
consideration during the development of our design. 
We have ensured that our proposed design will 
complement and enhance the Conservation Areas 
through the use of high-quality materials which are 
appropriate for this location such as brick, concrete 
and metal framed glazing. These materials will 
reference the site’s industrial history whilst being 
sensitive and durable.

The main S1 building will at lower levels be made up 
of brick with a warm brown tone which complement 
the surrounding buildings, and a higher set back 
level made up of galvanized metal framed glazing in 
keeping with the site’s industrial heritage. 

The S2 building will be extended using glazed red 
bricks which also reflect the areas commercial 
heritage. 

The replacement of a car park and blank wall with a 
quality building and active frontage will add interest 
to this important site. These active frontages will add 
natural surveillance and a sense of ownership to this 
side of Woodseer Street. 

Due to the blank wall and underused car park, the 
current site attracts anti-social behaviour. These 
proposals will be secure by design helping to reduce 
anti-social behaviour in the area. 

View looking east up Woodseer Street

View looking west up Woodseer 
Street towards Brick Lane

View down Brick Lane towards the 
Truman Brewery bridge



Thank you very much for coming along to 
our exhibition and sharing your ideas on 
the future of this important site with us. 

Please do fill out a feedback form and place it 
in the ballot box provided to make sure that 
we can consider your views as part of our 
proposals.

The feedback that you have provided today 
will be used in order to further develop our 
proposals. We will continue to consult residents 
as we develop the scheme and will keep you 
informed.

Next Steps

Should you wish to contact us to discuss the 
scheme, please do email us on:

WoodseerStreet@kandaconsulting.co.uk
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Artist’s impression of the different uses within the proposals


